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AmJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ^lEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1959 


Health  Department, 
Albert  Street, 

Tel:  Bridgwater  2S89  BRIDGWATER. 

July,  i960 


To: 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Br  idgivater. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Borough,  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  1959-  The  report  is  set  out  in  the 
manner  of  previous  years,  so  that  comparison  with  former  reports 
can  easily  be  made. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  Borough  rose  during  the 
year  and  the  decline  in  the  birth  rate  to  which  I drev/  attention 
in  my  previous  report  has  been  halted.  The  death  rate  continues 
to  decline  and  is  now  down  to  11. 82. 

A particularly  dry  summer  led  to  serious  difficulties 
through  v/ater  shortage  and  for  many  months  it  ijvas  necessary  to 
restrict  the  use  of  the  mains  water  supply.  At  the  height  of 
the  season  it  was  necessary  to  cut  off  the  supply  from  9.00  p.m, 
to  5.00  a.m. . The  co-operation  of  the  public  during  this 
difficult  period  was  excellent,  but  obviously  much  inconvenience 
was  caused  and  it  is  therefore  particularly  gratifying  to  report 
that  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  a good  start  has  been 
made  on  the  Council’s  scheme  to  provide  a nev/  storage  reservoir 
at  Hawkridge. 

A great  deal  of  time  vms  devoted  to  polio  immunisation. 
The  demand  was  considerable  and  the  public  made  full  use  of  the 
clinics  which  were  held  at  the  Health  Centre.  In  addition  visits 
were  made  to  all  the  factories  and  bigger  business  concerns  in 
the  Borough,  v/here  the  co-operation  of  managem*ent  and  staff  was 
excellent.  In  all  some  29,000  polio  injections  were  given  in 
the  combined  area  during  the  year  and  of  these  the  majority  were 
given  by  Health  Department  staff.  Of  necessity  there  was 
considerable  interference  with  the  execution  of  other  duties  and 
it  is  only  now  that  the  backlag  is  being  eliminated. 

In  his  report  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  refers 
to  the  opening  of  the  new  abattoir  adjacent  to  the  Borough  Market, 
^t  the  end  of  the  year  only  two  of  the  original  seven  slaughter- 
houses were  in  operation,  and  it  may  be  that  facilities  recfuired 
by  new  legislation  v/111  result  in  the  closure  of  all  but  the  nev/ 
abattoir,  which  is  in  fact  guite  capable  of  meeting  the  needs  of 
the  district.  This  concentration  of  slaughtering  means  that 
animals  can  be  slaughtered  under  most  satisfactory  conditions  and 
that  hygiene  practice  for  the  preparation  of  carcases  for  human 
consumption  can  be  more  easily  instituted.  A consequence  of  the 
opening  of  the  new  abattoir  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  this  has  been  principally  due  to 
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slaughtering  for  the  wholesale  trade,  and  as  Mr.  Lean  has 
indicated,  meat  inspection  increased  some  3005^0.  The 
appointment  of  Mr,  E.  Reed  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
staff  therefore  helped  considerably  to  meet  this  additional 
commitment. 


Slum  clearance  and  the  provision  of  satisfactory 
housing  conditions  by  the  Council  and  by  private  enterprise 
has  proceeded  most  satisfactorily. 


Once  again  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  my  grateful  appreciation  to  the  Members  of  the 
Council  for  the  help  and  consideration  v/hich  I have  received 
and  for  the  friendly  co-operation  extended  to  me  by  my 
fellow  officers. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.H.  YATSOh, 
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SUIi^I',LA.RY  OF  STATISTICS 


GEN  tbHAL  STAT I ST  I CS 

Area  ( acres  ) 2^083 
Population  ( census  1951  ) 22,221 
Population  ( Registrar  General’s  estimate  ) 1959  ’ 25^290 
No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  December,  1959  7^569 
Rateable  value  on  31st  December,  1959  £349 j 265 


Sum  represented  by  Id  rate  on  31st  December,  1959  £ I9463 


Extracts  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  year  1959 


Live  Births. 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  208  210  4l8 

Illegitimate  I6  12  28 

224  222  446 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  17*64 


Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  6,28 


Still  Births  9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  19*78 

Total  live  and  still  births  ^ 455 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age)  9 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - total  20,18 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - legitimate  21.54 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - illegitimate  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  15*70 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  35*16 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  . Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Pate  per  1,000  live  and  still-  births  Nil 


Deaths. 


Total  number  of  deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 


299 

11.82 


Births. 


After  allowing  for'  inward,  and  outward  transfers 
the  Registrar  General’s  figures  shovi^  that  there  were  44-6  hirths 
(224  hoys  and  222  girls)  in  the  Borough  during  1959?  being  52 
hirths  more  than  -in  1958»  Of  these  hirths  28  were  illegitimate. 
This  is  6.3%  of  the  total  live  hirths,  as  compared  with  3.5% 
in  1958. 


The  Registrar  General  provides  a comparability  factor 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  birth  rate  of  the  Borough  . 
comparable  with  that  of  other  Local  Authorities.  Accordingly 
when  the  birth  rate  is  multiplied  by  this  factor,  the  product 
represents  the  birth  rate  for  comparison  with  other  districts. 

The  birth  rate  for  Bridgv/ater  for  1959  adjusted  in  this  manner 
is  lovi/ered  from  17.64  to  I6.76  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  iA^ales  was  I6.5.  Bridgwater,  being 
a prosperous  tov/n  with  diversity  of  industry  attracting  labour, 
will  obviously  have  a higher  proportion  of  families  of  child 
bearing  age  and  consequently  more  favourable  crude  vital 
statistics  than  a town  with  a large  proportion  of  elderly 
retired  people. 

Birth  rates  for  Bridgvi^ater  and  for  England  and  IVales 
for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

16.15 

16.36 

16.05 

15.83 

17.64 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

15.67 

15.79 

15.25 

15.03 

16.76 

England  and  7/ales 

15.0 

15.6 

16.1 

16.4 

16.5 

, Still  Births. 

. 9 still  births  v^rere  registered  during  the  year.  All 

were  legitimate.  This  number  which  gives  a rate  of  19*78  per 
1,000  total  births,  or  O.36  per  1,000  of  the  population  was 
the  same  as  that  for  1958  (O.36).  Tho  provisional  National 
Rate  for  1959  vms  20,7  per  1,000  total  births. 


Deaths . 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
1959  vvas  289.  Of  these  52  were  deaths  of  non-residents  and 
were  transferred  to  the  districts  in  which  the  persons  ordinarily 
resided.  There  were,  on  the  other  hand  62  deaths  of  Bridgwater 
residents  registered  outside  the  Borough.  The  total  corrected 
number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  v/as  299  (156  males 
and  143  females).  This  was  2 deaths  less  than  in  the  previous 
year,  and  gave  a crude  death  rate  of  11.82. 
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This  crude  death  rate  cannot  he  used  to  compare  the 
mortality  with  that  of  other  districts,  as  the  populations  of 
all  areas  are  not  similarly  constituted  as  regards  age  and 
sex  distribution.  The  Registrar  General  supplies  an  "Area 
Comparability  Factor"  and  the  crude  death  rate  multiplied  by 
this  figure  can  be  compared  with  the  death  rate  of  the 
country  as  a v/hole,  or  with  the  mortality  of  any  other  local 
area.  The  corrected  death  rate  so  obtained  was  10.40  per 
1,000  of  the  population  and  this  compared  with  11.6  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Death  rates  for  Bridg\¥ater  Borough  and  England  and 
Wales  for  the  past  six  years  were  as  follovi^ss- 


1951+ 

— 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Crude  Death  Rate 

10.72 

11.92 

11.56 

11.40 

12.09 

11.82 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

10.29 

11.44 

10.75 

10.37 

10.  88 

10.40 

England  and  Wales 

11.3 

1 

11.7 

11.7 

11.5 

• 

i — 1 

1 — 1 

11.6 
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Cause  of  Death  ^ 

M.  1 

i 

P. 

i 

rotal  1 

All  Causes  ' j 

156 

143 

299 

1.  Tuherculosis  of  tho  respiratory  system  j 

- 

- 

2,  Other  forms  of  tuherculosis 

2 

- 

2 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  j 

- 

- 

- 

h.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

- 

6,  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9.. Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

6 

3 

9 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lungj  bronchus 

7 

1 

8 

12. ' Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

- 

8 

8 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

- 

5 • 

9 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

12 

3 

15 

15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

15 

22 

37 

1 

18.  Coronary  disease  and  angina 

24 

7 

31 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

6 

7 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

25 

36 

61 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

3 

11 

22.  Influenza 

4 

9 

13 

23.  Pneumonia 

4 

7 

11 

24.  Bronchitis 

13 

4 

17 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

- 

- 

26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

- 

4 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 

129.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

I30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

j31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

2 

3 

j32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

19 

31 

!33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

34.  All  other  accidents 

6 

1 

7 

35.  Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

|36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

j 

1 

! 

i 

J 

! 
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As  v/ill  "be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table j the 
principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follov/s; - 


Heart  Disease 

99 

Cancer 

45 

Vascular  lesions 

of  nervous  system 

37 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

28 

Other  diseases  of 

circulatory 

system 

11 

Deaths. 

Age  Groups  1959. 

Age 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 

year 

4 

5 

9 

1-2 

years 

1 

- 

1 

3-4 

n 

- 

- 

- 

5-9 

It 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 14 

11 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 19 

I? 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 24 

II 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 34 

II 

5 

1 

5 

35  - U4 

II 

7 

6 

13 

U5  - 54 

It 

14 

4 

18 

55  - 59 

It 

14 

5 

19 

60  - 64 

II 

21 

8 

29 

65  - 69 

II 

18 

12 

30 

70  - 74 

II 

21 

22 

43 

75  - 79 

II 

22 

21 

43 

80  - 84 

It 

18 

28 

46 

85  and  over 

11 

31 

42 

156 

143 

299 

Cancer  Mortality. 


The  number  of  deaths  of  Bridgwater  residents  from 
cancer  v/as  45  (males  25?  females  20)  j as  compared  with  38  in 
1958.  They  constitute  15* 1%  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the 
disease  in  the  45  cases: - 


Localisation 

Number  of  deaths 

Male. 

Female 

Total 

1958 

Stomach 

6 

3 

5 

6 

Lungs 

7 

1 

8 

13 

Breast 

- 

8 

8 

4 

Uterus 

5 

5 

1 

Other  and  unspecified  organs 

12 

3 

15 

14 

... 

Total 

25 

1 

20 

i 

45 

38  . 
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The  ages  at  which  deaths  from  lung  cancer  occurred 
during  the  last  four  years  is  detailed  in  the  following  table; 


Year 

Under 

15 

^24 

25/ 

/44 

43/ 

^54 

55/ 

/ 64 

Over 

65 

Total 

1956 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1957 

- 

- 

” 

- 

2 

5 

4 

11 

1958 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

■'6 

13 

1959 

■ 

- 

~ 

_ 

, 

2 

1 

5 

8 

1 

Infantile  Mortality, 

9 infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 
This  gave  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  20.13,  while  the 
corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  v/as  22,0. 

There  were  8 deaths  of  infants  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life,  as  compared  vi^ith  5 during  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  the  infant 
deaths  in  detail; - 


Cause  of  death 

Under 

1 Y^eek 

1-4 

Vifeeks 

1-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Congenital 

malformations 

1 

1 

2 

Atelectasis 

2 

2 

Prematurity 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  syndrome 

1 

1 

Total 

7 

1 

1 

9 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease. 

Of  the  299  deaths,  heart  disease  caused  roughly  1 in 
every  3 (males  50,  females  49).  It  represented  30.2%  of  the 
total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  v/as  equivalent  to  a death  rate 
of  3.9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Influenza  and  Pneumonia  Mortality. 


There  were  24  deaths  from  these  diseases,  as  against 
14  in  1958.  The  mortality  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  v/as 
0.94. 
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Suicide 


There  were  two  deaths  from  suicide  5 as  compared 
v/ith  three  in  the  previous  year. 


InQuests. 


19  inquests  vi^ere  held  hy  the  Coroner  in  the  Borough 


during  the  year.  Of  these  8 
Cause  of  death 

Road  accidents 

Suicide 

Misadventure 

Total 


were  upon  residents  of  the  town 


Male  Femal e Total 

213 
1 1 2 
213 

538 


Population. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  as  at  June 
1959  v/as  25,290,  which  shows  an  increase  of  400  over  the 
previous  year.  The  natural  increase  in  the  population,  that 
is  excess  of  "births  over  deaths,  was  147,  and  therefore  there 
was  a net  increase  in  population  of  253  due  to  immigration. 

In  a tovm  such  as  Bridgwater  with  its  diversity  of 
industry  and  opportunities  for  employment  of  varied  nature,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  population  changes  and  the  following 
ta'ble  illustrates  the  trend  during  the  past  twelve  years: - 

Change  due  to 

emigration  or 

Year  Population  increase  Natural  increase  immigration 


1948 

1,375 

176 

+ 1,199 

1949 

225 

172 

+ . 53 

1950 

270 

119 

+ 151 

1951 

- 450 

112 

562 

1952 

1,160 

92 

+ 1,068 

1953 

200 

148 

+ 52 

1954 

160 

127 

+ 33 

1953 

200 

101 

+ 99 

1956 

240 

116 

+ 124 

1957 

340 

115 

+ 225 

1958 

410 

93 

+ 317 

1959 

400 

147 

+ 253 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  laboratory  at 
Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  v/hich  forms  part  of  the  Public  -Health 
Laboratory  Service.  Results  of  investigations  are  available 
with  the  minimum  of  delay  and  there  is  good  liaison  between 
the  laboratory  persormel  and  the  field  workers  in  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

Examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  include: - 

Milk  samples  33 

Water  samples  3S 

Ice  cream  samples  Qk 


Hospitals. 


Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  South 
Western  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the  Bridgv/ater  Area 
Management  Committee.  . ■* 

The  hospitals  are:- 

Bridgwater  General  Hospital  72  beds- 

Mary  Stanley  Nursing  Home  31  beds 

Northgate  Lodge  60  beds 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  needing  hospital 
treatment,  or  isolation,  are  admitted  to  Taunton  Isolation 
Hospital, 


In  previous  reports  I have  drawn  attention  to  the 
inadequacy  of  accommodation  at  Bridgwater  General  Hospital. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  propose  to 
provide  a new  casualty  department  in  1962  as  a first. stage 
in  the  redevelopment  of  the  hospital,  and  then  to  press  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  fully  develop  the  coal  yard  site  for  the 
provision  of  traumatic  orthopaedic  beds,  a new  operating  theatre, 
kitchen  etc. , and  to  follow  this  by  a third  stage  of  development 
including  the  provision  of  vizards  on  the  site  adjacent  to 
Broadvifay.  The  proposals  of  the  Regional  Board  appear  to  be 
reasonably  comprehensive. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


MidV(/ives  ante-natal  clinics  which  were  held  twice 
weekly  at  the  Health  Centre  h^iVe  been  discontinued  and  are  now 
held  at  the  Mary  Stanley  Nursing  Home,  In  addition  doctors' 
ante-natal  clinics  are  held  there  on  three  sessions  per  week 
and  are  staffed  by  general  practitioners  from  the  town  'who  are 
interested  in  maternity  v/ork.  These  clinics  are  of  considerable 
benefit  to  patients,  midwives  and  doctors. 

The  usual  clinics  held  at  the  Health.  Centre  on  the 
first  Monday  and  Wednesday  of  the  month  for  taking  blood  saiiiples 
from  expectant  mothers  for  determination  of  Rhesus  Factor,  blood 
grouping,  etc. , are  continued  as  heretofore. 
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Relaxation  Clasees. 


These  classes  arc  attended  by  about  25  expectant 
mothers,  and  are  held  fortnightly  at  the  Health  Centre. 
Following  short  talks  on  ’’Parentcraf t"  by  Doctor,  Health 
Visitor  or  Midwife,  relaxation  instruction  is  given  by  a 
phys i other ap is  t . 

Mothers’  Club. 

This  club,  vi/hich  meets  at  the  Health  Centre,  has  a 
membership  of  over  6o  mothers.  The  average  attendance  at  each 
fortnightly  meeting  is  45  - 50.  Aftur  listening  to  a speaker 
or  seeing  an  educational  film,  the  mothers  enjoy  a social 
evening  together.  Th>j  club  has  proved  most  popular  v/ith  the 
mothers  for  whom  it  has  been  a most  welcome  change  from 
domestic  chores. 

Tho  mothers  also  help  the  Infant  If  are  Clinic  by 
taking  charge  of  the  play  room  during  infant  welfare  sessions. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 


Infant  Ivelfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows; - 


The  Health  Centre, 
■ Mount  Street. 


Tuesday,  2.00  to  4.30  p.m. 
Friday,  2.00  to  4.00  p.m. 


The  CoiTkaunity  Centre, 
Bath  Road  Hstate. 

Greenfields , 

Hamp  Estate. 


2nd  and  4th  Thursday  in 
month,  2.00  to  4.00  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  in 
month,  2.00  to  4.00  p.m. 


Conditions  at  the  Community  Centre  at  Bath  Road 
Estate  are  already  well  known  to  the  Council,  but  I must  observe 
that  the  present  building  is  most  unsuitable  for  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic  purposes.  The  Clinic  is  extremely  well  attended 
and  plays  a vital  part  in  helping  mothers  to  deal  with  the 
numerous  problems  presented  by  young  infants,  and  I therefore 
urge  the  Council  to  take  all  possible  steps  to  expedite  the 
provision  of  a CoiUTiunity  Centre  worthy  of  the  estOcte  and  in 
which  group  activities  can  contribute  so  much  to  the  health  and 
happiness  of  the  people. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics. 


The  Health  Centre, 
Mount  Street. 

The  Community  Centre, 
Bath  Road  Estate. 

Greenfields , 

Hamp  Estate. 

Polio  Immunisation  Clinics. 

These  clinics  are 
Mount  Street  as  follov/s:- 


Priday,  11.00  a.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday  in 
month,  2.00  to  4-00  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  in 
month,  2.00  to, 4*00  p.m. 

held  at  the  Health  Centre, 


Monday  - 6.30  to  7.00  p.m. 

Thursday  - 4.30  p.m. 

A special  clinic  for  infants  is  held  a.t  the  Health 
Centre  at  11.00  a.m.  on  Fridays. 
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School  Clinic. 


A school  medical  officer  attends  a school  clinic 
each  Monday  morning  from  10.00  a.m.  j,  at  the  Health  Centre, 

Mount  Strccjt,  and  is  available  to  advise  parents  on  any  health 
matters  affecting  their  children.  Many  parents  avail 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  discuss  their  children's 
health  Vi^ith  the  school  doctor,  in  addition  to  the  interviews 
which  are  part  of  the  routine  school  medical  examination. 

School  nurses  attend  minor  ailment  clinics  at  the 
Health  Centre,  from  9.00  to  11.00  a.m.  on  Monday,  Wednesday 
and  Friday,  Minor  ailment  clinics  are  also  held  at  Hamp  Junior 
School  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  and  Bath  Road  Junior 
School  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  at  9*30 'a.m..  This 
arrangement  of  holding  nurses'  clinics  in  the  more  distant 
schools  has  much  to  commend  it  when  adequate  facilities  are 
available. 


Other  clinics  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street, 

include , 


Chest  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
Child  Guidance  Clinic 
Breathing  Exercises  Clinic 
Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic 


Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  a.m. 

and  Wednesday  all  day. 

Monday  all  day.. 

Tuesday  p.m.  and  Friday  all  day, 
Tuesday  a.m. 

Wednesday  p.m. 

Tuesday  and  Friday  p.m. 


Friarn  Street  Day  Bur scry. 


This  nursery,  administered  by  the  County  Council,  is 
available  for  children  aged  6 months  to  5 years.  A list  of 
priorities  has  been  drawn  up  by  the  Council  and  a local  admission 
committee  decides  v/hich  children  should  be  admitted.  Admission 
is  granted  mainly  on  grounds  of  economic  difficulty  or 
unsatisfactory  housing  conditions.  Accommodation  is  available 
for  25  children.  The  average  daily  attendance  during  1959  was 
reduced  to  l6  children  because  of  an  outbrealc  of  chicken  pox, 
followed  by  an  outbreak  of  dysentery. 


Ambulance  Service. 

An  Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service  is  provided  by 
the  County  Council  through  the  agency  of  Voluntary  Organisations, 
The  local  headquarters  is  at  7 V/est  Street,  Bridgwater, 
Ambulances  are  controlled  by  radio  communication  from  a central 
control  at  Taunton,  and  a satisfactory  service  is  provided. 


Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  with 
local  administration  by  the  Home  Help  Organiser,  with  aui 
office  at  the  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street. 

Once  again  the  Home  Helps  have  proved  of  very 
considei^able  value  and  much  assistance  vi^as  given  to  needy 
During  the  year  ,222  cases  received  assistance. 
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cases 


These  included  the  follov/ing  types  of  case;- 


Maternity  26 
Old  age  and  infirmity  118 
Tuherculosis  6 
Chronic  sick  47 
Post  operation  5 
Emergency  illness  11 
Other  cases  9 


In  many  cases  assisted,  the  patient  or  other  memhers 
of  the  family  would  have  "been  unable  to  remain  at  home,  v/ere 
it  not  for  the  Home  Help  Service. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  service,  arrangements  have 
now  been  made  for  women  to  sit  up  v^rith  seriously  ill  cases 
where  alternative  arrangements  cannot  be  made. 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  at  31.12.59  was  as  follows; - 

Pull  time  15 

Part  time  34 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  - Section  47 . 

A number  of  cases  were  assisted  through  informal 
action,  and  in  no  case  'was  it  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take 
statutory  action  to  secure  the  admission  of  an  old  person  to 
suitable  accommodation. 

Borough  Mortuary. 

35  post  mortem  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the 
Borough  mortuary  during  1959*  This  compares  with  30  in  the 
previous  year. 

Welfare  of  Old  People. 

Many  organisations  in  the  Borough  actively  contribute 
tov/ards  the  welfare  of  the  old  people,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
that  with  the  increasing  number  of  people  in  the  older  age  groups 
and  restriction  of  families,  the  part  played  by  voluntary 
organisations  in  helping  old  people  will  become  of  increasing 
importance. 

The  home  nursing,  home  help  and  home  visiting  services 
which  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  are  utilised  to  the 
full,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  at  the  time  of  v/riting 
this  report  the  W.V.S.  have  resumed  their  excellent  meals  on 
wheels  service,  v/hich  means  so  much  to  many  old  people.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  latter  service  will  expand  and  fill  a 
need,  although  at  the  present  time  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that 
some  old  people  object  to  paying  the  small  charge  made  for  the 
meal  and  would  rather  spend  the  money  on  foods  such  as  tea  and 
bread  or  cake  which  are  lacking  in  essential  nutriments. 

The  ..V.S.  also  provide  essential  clothing  for  needy 
old  people  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  supply  various 
kinds  of  medical  e(iuipment. 

Home  visiting  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors 
and  much  valuable  help  and  advice  is  thereby  given  to  aged  people. 

Thti  Borough  of  Bridgw'ater  Association  for  the  7/elfare 
of  Cld  People  has  been  formed  and  plays  an  important  role  in 
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co-ordinating  the  activities  of  the  various  organisations 
engaged  in  assisting  old  people.  The  Association  hive  for  some 
years  provided  a chiropody  scheme  vi^herehy  old  people  can 
secure  this  most  essential  treatment  at  considerably  reduced 
cost. 

In  1956  the  Association  formed  the  Bridgwater  Old 
Peoples  Housing  Society ^ \ihlch  Icc.sed  from  the  Borough  Council 
the  property  in  Priar-n  Street  known  as  Ivy  House.  This  house 
has  been  converted  into  a most  happy  residential  home  for  21 
old  people  and  plays  no  small  part  in  filling  a great  need  in 
Bridgwater. 

The  Borough  Council  also  have  played  a leading  part 
in  catering  for  the  needs  of  old  people.  Small  houses  have  been 
specially  built  at  different  locations  on  housing  estates  and 
the  first  stage  of  the  West  Street  redevelopment  area  has  been 
devoted  to  meeting  the  needs  of  old  people  by  the  provision  of 
the  St.  Matthews  G-reen*  project.  This  part  of  the  scheme  provides 
12  bungalows  and  8 flats  which  are  grouped  together  near  to 
shops  j buses  and  all  town  amenities.  A ’./arden  resides  on  the 
Green  and  is  responsible  for  the  welfare  and  wellbeing  of  the 
residents.  Each  dwelling  has  a bell-push  in  the  bedroom  and 
bathrooms  which  is  connected  to  a bell  in  the  Warden's  house  and 
is  for  use  in  case  of  illness  or  emergency.  Separate  bedrooms 
are  provided  for  guests  and  a coimnunal  hall  is  available  for  the 
residents.  It  is  indeed  pleasing  to  record  that  architectural 
aspects  of  this  project  secured  national  recognition. 

At  the  time  of  writings  the  second  phase  of  the  scheme 
is  in  progress  and  a further  28  old  peoples  dwellings  will  be 
provided,  including  a warden’s  house. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  CF  THE  AREA  ‘ 


Disposal  of  Refuse.  . 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  Controlled  Tipping  and  use  is 
made  of  many  claypits  surrounding  the  towns  as  tipping  sites. 

The  tip  at  present  in  use  is  situated  unduly  close  to  a 
residential  areas  and  the  strictest  control  over  tipping  technique 
is  essential  if  nuisance  is  to  be  avoided. 

Disinfection. 

The  disinfection  centre  is  working  satisfactorily  and 
22  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Water  Supplies. 

Regular  bacteriological  examinatiors  of  existing  supplies 
have  been  made  of  both  the  raw  water  and  the  water  going  into 
supply. 


Results  were  as  follows: - 
Ashford  Reservoir. 

Untreated  water.  Six  samples  were  examineds  all  of 
which  showed  evidence  of  contamination. 

Winter  after  treatment.  Fourteen  samples  were  exaimined, 
and  one  gave  an  unsatisfactory  result. 


Durleigh  Reservoir. 

Untrectod  water.  Six  samples  were  examined,  all  of 
which  shov/ed  evidence  of  contamination. 

Water  after  treatment.  Tv;elve  samples  were  examined, 
all  of  which  gave  excellent  results. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  Bridgwater  Lido  swimming  haths  v/ere  completed 
and  drought  into  use  towards  the  middle  of  the  season.  The 
treatment  plant  ensures  a six  hour  turnover  of  water  from  doth 
daths  and  also  provides  continuous  chlorination.  Bacteriological 
tests  of  the  water  confirm  that  a high  standard  of  purity  is 
reached.  Water  is  provided  from  the  mains  supply,  dut  with  the 
modern  efficient  treatment  plant,  the  demand  on  the  supply  is 
not  great. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  v;ork  commenced  on  the 
relaying  of  the  Monmouth  Street  part  of  the  Eastover  trunk  sewer. 
The  conditions  drought  to  light  when  the  old  sev/er  was  opened 
up  to  inspection  fully  indicated  the  vital  necessity  of 
completing  this  major  scheme  at  an  early  date. 

Housing. 

Numder  of  p^.rmanent  dwellings  in  Borough  7j556 

Numder  of  permanent  dwellings  ovmed  dy  Local 

Authority  3? 048 

Numder  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year 

as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  action  39 


Houses  erected 
during  yesir 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

For 

Slum 

Clear- 

ance 

For 

other 

pur- 

poses 

For 

Slum 

Clear- 

ance 

For 

other 

pur- 

poses 

1 - 

Local  Authority 

31 

68 

96 

Private  Enterprise  ^ 

1 

- 

75 

r 

1 

i ^ 

1 

i 

U8 

In  the  period  from  1st  April  1945  io  Decemder  31st 
1959,  a total  of  2,455  houses  have  deen  duilt.  These  were 
made  up  of  1,952  dy  the  Local  Authority  and  503  dy  private 
enterprise. 


In  addition  to  action  taken  in  respect  of  Slum 
Clearance,  steps  havi  also  deen  taken  to  render  fit  houses  which 
can  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost.  This  is  a most  important 
measure  in  maintaining  a reasonable  standard  of  housing  and  in 
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delaying  houses  from  getting  into  such  a state  that  represen- 
tation under  Section  l6  of  the  Housing  Act j 1957?  is  necessary, 
92  such  houses  were  made  fit  during  the  year. 

Advantage  has  also  heen  taken  of  Improvement  Grants 
made  under  the  Housing  Act,  19U9  - 54?  hut  it  has  heen  on  a 
small  scale.  32  applications  in  respect  of  33  dwellings  were 
received. 


FACTORIES  ACTS?  1957  and  1948 


The  following  particulars  indicate  the  action  taken 
under  Part  I of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


Numher 

on 

Premises  Register 

Numher  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  Vi/hich 

Sections  1,2,3?4  oc  6 

are  to  he  enforced  hy  I3 

Local  i.uthority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec- 

14 

tion  7 is  enforced  hy  118 

the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced 

140 

5 

hy  the  Local  Authority  10 

(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises ) . 

15 

Total  141 

169 

5 

1 

- - -1 

STAFF  EXAMINATIONS 


Medical  examinations  carried  out  hy  the  Department 
in  connection  with  now  appointments  to  the  Council’s  staff,  and 
in  connection  with  the  Supurc.nnuation  Scheme  and  the  Workmen’s 
Sickness  Benefit  Regulations,  v/ere  as  follows:- 


Department 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Town  Clerk 

1 

5 

6 

Borough  Engineer 

39 

1 

40 

Borough  Architect 

8 

- 

8 

Borough  Treasurer 

5 

- 

5 

Housing 

2 

- 

2 

Health 

1 

1 

56  6 62 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVTi:R  INFECTIOUS 
AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 


During  the  previous  year  157  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  notified. 


Acute  Poliorgyelitis  (infantile  Paralysis). 

No  oases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

''  The  f oil o\ving  table  shovi^s  the  number  of  persons  who 

received  a course  of  primary  vaccination  (two  injections)  and 
number  of  persons  who  received  a third  (reinforcing)  injection 
during  the  year  1959:- 


• ' • * 1 

Born  in 
year: - 

— 

Y oung 
persons 

Children 

Other  Croups 

No,  of  persons 
(all  groups) 
who  red.  a 
third 

( reinforcing) 
injection. 

1933-U2 

1943-59 

i 

Exp. 

Mothers 

Drs.  & 
families 

Amb.  staff 
fams. 

• • 

1,679 

.2,811 

121 

. 

3 

3 

2,545 

‘ 1 

Measles . 


202  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Scarlet  fever. 

45  cases  were  notified j of  v/hich  only  one  case  was 
admitted  to  hospital.  Practically  all  the  cases  v/ere  mild  and  of 
short  duration. 

Tuberculosis. 


The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in 
1959  v/as  11  respiratory  and  2 non-respiratory , as  compared 
with -33  respiratory  and  1 non- respiratory  case  in  1958. 


Respiratory 

Non- respiratory 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register 
at  31.12.59 

180 

15 

Number  of  new  cases  during 
the  year 

11 

2 

Number  of  deaths  during 
the  year 

- 

2 

The  very  lov\^  incidence  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis 
was  maintained  and  reflects  the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment. 


The  follo'wing  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  groups  of 
cases  notified  during  the  year:- 


lAge:  - 

1 

■n 

Under  5 

'/i4 

'^/24 

2^/ 

45/ 

^64 

65  & 

oyer 

Age 

unknoY/n 

Total 

i 

Male  . 

1 

I 

1 

1 

4 

6 

i 

12 

iTi  

Female  1 

! J 

1 

L_-  . 

> 1 , 

— 1 

1 
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B. C. G.  Vaccination. 


In  order  to  raise  the  immunity  to  tuberculosis  of 
school  leavers,  vaccination  with  B.C.G.  vaccine  was  offered  to 
all  children  between  the  ages  of  13  and  Ik  years,  attending 
school  in  the  Mid-Somerset  Divisional  Area.  183  accepted  the 
offer  and  received  preliminary  skin  test,  the  "Heaf  Test”,  to 
determine  whether  they  had  in  fact  already  experienced  some 
infection  with  tubercle  bacillus.  153  of  thv.se  gave  a negative 
test  and  were  vaccinated  with  the  B.C.G.  vaccine. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the 

year. 


Diphtheria. 

Ko  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified.  During  the  year 
266  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  and  36  children  between 
the  ages  of  5 - 15  years,  v/ere  immunised  against  diphtheria, 
giving  a total  of  302, 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

The  nujnbers  of  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox 
shovif  a slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Persons  vaccinated  ( or  re-vaccinated  ) in  1959, 


1 

tUnder  1 

1 

1 

2 to  k 

5 to 

lU 

15  or 

over  ! 
1 

Totals 

) 

P 

R 

P 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

1 

R i 

i 

. J 

P 

R 

85 

k 

5 

- 

k 

i 

9 : 

104 

9 

P = Primary  vaccination 
R = Re-vaccination 
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^NUAL  REPORT  OF  THU  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


To:  - 


INSPECTOR  FOR  1959 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Bridgwater. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1959. 

Complaints 

During  the  year  135  complaints  Vi^ere  received  and 
dealt  v/ith  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  a.nd  in  addition 
there  were  251  complaints  of  rat  or  mouse  infestation.  Both 
figures  are  slightly  higher  than  in  1958. 

128  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  and  8 Statutory 
Notices.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings. 

Housing 

122  houses  were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  having 
defects  remedied  whilst  60  houses  were  systematically  inspected 
under  the  Housing  Regulations.  Further  properties  in  the  West  Street 
Redevelopment  Area  were  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  demolition. 

During  the  year  39  houses  were  demolished  or  closed  as 
the  result  of  formal  or  informal  action. 

The  inspection  of  accommodation  occupied  by  applicants 
on  the  Housing  Waiting  List  still  entails  a considerable  amount 
of  work. 


The  schedule  at  the  end  of  the  report  gives  the  amount 
of  repair  v/ork  carried  out  under  notice  to  existing  houses. 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  verminous  was  10,  an 
increase  on  the  figure  of  3 for  1958. 

2 cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the  year  and 
3 new  cases  were  found  on  inspection.  The  number  of  cases  known 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  13.  The  majority  of  these  cases  are 
in  non-parlour  type  Council  houses  whose  permitted  number  is  low 
and  where  the  degree  of  overcrovi/ding  is  very  slight. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Tenants  of  controlled  houses  have  made  little  use  of  the 
Rent  jxct  during  the  year.  Only  six  applications  for  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  were  received  and  three  Certificates  issued.  In  the 
other  cases  Undertakings  to  carry  out  the  repairs  were  given  by 
the  Owners. 


The  following  table  gives  the  raiiount  of  work  carried  out 
under  the  Act  since  it  came  into  force. 


No.  of  applications  received 
No.  of  houses  inspected 
Form  J's  sent  to  Ovmers 
Form  K’s  received  from  Owners 
Repairs  completed 
Repairs  in  hand 
Applications  withdrawn  - 

Tenants  purchased  house 

20. 


60 


3U 

U3 


11 


3 


Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 
Certificates  pf  Disrepair . revoked 


25 

11 


Infectious  Diseases 


Enquiries  are  made  in  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
and  disinfection  is  carried  out  free  of  cost^  In  other  cases 
a charge  is  made.  The  disinfecting  plant  at  Market  Street 
is  functioning  satisfactorily. 


Food 

The  inspection  of  food  and  the  premises  in  v/hich  it  is 
prepared  for  sale  or  sold  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties 
of  the  Department.  The  coming  into  force  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  has  increased  this  vi/ork  and  a great  deal  of  time 
has  been  spent  in  inspecting  premises 5 advising  shopkeepers  on 
improvements  required,  serving  notices  and  supervising  the  , 
alterations . 

(i)  The  number  of  food  premises,  other  than  stalls,  in  the 


Borough  is  270,  made  up  as  follows; - 

Grocers  (including  wholesalers)  8k 

Confe ctioners  (Sweetmeats)  22 

Bakers  14 

Licensed  Premises  65 

Greengrocers  (including  wholesalers)  11 

Fishmongers  4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  7 

Restaurants,  Unlicensed  Hotels,  Canteens 

and  Kiosks  17 

Canteens  12 

Cooked  Meats  etc.  4 

Butchers  30 

Stalls  (including  St.  Matthevi^s  Fair)  85 


(ii)  The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  I6 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  is  107. 

Ice-Cream  Premises  77 

Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled  and  Preserved  Poods  30 

The  number  of  firms  retailing  milk  in  the 

Borough  is  I6 

All  the  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  either  Pasteurised, 
Sterilised  or  Tuberculin  Tested, 
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The  numher  oi’  samples  of  graded  milk  examined  during 
the  year  v/as  3k  with  the  follov/ing  results. 


Grade 

Pasteurised 
T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

T.T. 

Sterilised 


Satisfactory  Not  satisfactory  Total 


12 

16 

k 

1 


12 

17 

U 

1 


33 


1 3k 


(iii)  The  number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  is 
given  in  the  sumiiiary  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

(iv)  In  connection  with  the  visits  to  food  premises  the  following- 
foods  were  condemned. 


Beef 

Pork 

Bacon 

Wet  Pish 

Canned  Fish 

Canned  Meat 

Canned  Fruit 

Canned  Vegetables 

Canned  Soup 

Canned  Milk 

Jam 

Assorted  Frozen  Poods 

Dried  Fruit 

Cheese 

Poultry 

ether  Poods 


1 cwt.  33  2 

106^1bs. 

2 cwt.  86flbs. 

2 cwt.  591b s. 
l6l  Tins 

434  Tins 
1,153  Tins 
677  Tins 
102  Tins 
130  Tins 

16  Tins  and  Jars 

3 cwt. 

301bs. 

6|-lbs. 

3 fowls 
6 cwt.  37'1'lbs. 


The  food  condemned  v/as  disposed  of  at  the  Corporation 
Refuse  Tip. 


(v)  No  special  examination  of  a stock  or  consignment  of  food 
has  been  necessary. 


( V i ) Ice-Crwam  (Heat  Treatment  etc. ) Regulations,  1947  - 1952 

Th^  number  of  preimises  registered  for  the  m.anufacture 
or  sale  of  ice-cream  is  as  follows 


Registered  for  manufacture  md  sale  0 
Registered  for  sale  77 

No  ice-cresm  is  nov/  manufactured  in  the  Borough  and 
practically  the  whole  of  the  ice-cream  retailed  is  wrapped. 

84  samples  of  ice-cream  v/ere  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  daring  the  year  and  these  v/ere  graded  as  follows: - 


Grade  1 65 
Grade  2 11 
Grade  3 6 
Grade  4 2 
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These  results  are  not  c^uite  so  satisfactory  as  those 
obtained  Isist  year,  as  whilst  a larger  percentage  of  saiuples 
wore  classified  in  Grade  1,  there  were  five  more  samples  in 
Grade  3 s-J^d  tv\fo  in  Grade  4. 

(vii)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

jr-L  great  deal  more  work  has  been  carried  out  under  the 
above  Regulations  and  most  premises  now  comply  with  the  standard 
of  hygiene  prescribed.  Attention  was  given  to  the  smaller  t.ype 
of  shop.  The  table  in  the  Summary  at  the  end  of  the  report  gives 
details  of  the  work  accomplished.  No  prosecutions  were  taken 
during  the  year. 

Meat  Inspection 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  slaughtering  was 
carried  out  at  six  small  private  slaughterhouses.  In  September 
the  new  private  slaughterhouse  at  the  Cattle  Market  was  opened. 
This  slaughterhouse  is  capable  of  dealing  with  the  'whole  of  the 
sla'ughtering  of  the  district.  As  a result  at  the  end  of  the  year 
five  of  the  small  sla'ughterhouses , \-vhich  did  not  comply  with  the 
new  Regulations,  closed  voluntarily. 

The  opening  of  the  new  slaughterhouse  has  greatly?' 
increased  ‘ the  volume  of  meat  inspection  and  ait  the  time  of  Vi/riting 
this  report  this  increase  is  about  300%. 


Carcases 

Ins'oectcd 

i 

Cattle  1 Cows 

1 

Calves  1 Sheep  & Lambs 

! . - — 

Pigs 

I 

Horses  • 

: 

Number  Killed 

572  1 47 

1 

88  ■ 2,891 

1,032 

i 

1 

i 

( 

Number  Examined 

572  i 47 

88  2,891 

1,032 

i 
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Carcases  Condemned 


Table  1 


■ -1  Cattle 

1 

! 

1 

Cov/s  ■ iCalves  . 

1 ! 

! ! 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs  , Horses  i 

( 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  - Whole 
Carcases  condemned. 

i 

r 

k j 

i 

3 

18 

♦ 

...  ..... 

3 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

38 

t 

i 

9 

1 

127 

57 

% of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis. 

6.63 

29.37 

i 1 

4.55 

5.05 

5.8 

1 

i 



! 

Tuberculosis  only  - 
Whole  Carcases 
condemned. 

i 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
v/as  condemned. 

. 

. .. 

! 

15  ! - i 

1 

1 

1%  of  the  number 
.inspected  affected 
'with  Tuberculosis, 
i 

■ 

■ 

1 i 

. 1.45  j - ' 

1 

C.vsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
'some  pajft  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

2 

- 

1 

_ 

r 

..  j .. 

i 

1 

i 

i 

^ — 

i j 

[Carcases  submitted  j 

to  treatment  by  j 2 

refrigeration.  j 

i “■ 

1 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

1 

- 

- 

i . 

1- 

_ 

•• 

Weight  of  meat 
condemned  (in  lbs.)  for 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

(c)  Other 

4; 

3UU.5 

1,70c 

167 

t 

1,051 

151 

395 

j 

__  1 

1 

1. . 

iTotal  ( in  lbs. ) 
j condemned. 

•389.5 

1,709;  167 

1,051 

i 

546 

- 

1 

1 

2U 


Conditions  Rendering  Carcase  Meat  and  Organs  Unfit  for  Human 
Consumption 


TalDle  2. 


i : 

Disease 

Cattle  1 
ex.  Cov/sj 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Abscesses 

129 

11 

Angioma 

30 

. 

1? 

Arthritis 

Bruising 

20 

80 

4 

Cirrhosis 

81|- 

13 

11 

18 

Congestion 

2 

2 

4^ 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

45 

82^ 

Cysts  . . 

Distomatosis 

94 

82 

107 

Dropsy  (Oedema) 

10 

50U  . 

378 

Emaciation  (Pathological) 

685 

226 

Patty  Degeneration 

3 

Fever  (Pyrexia) 

44 

28 

.175 

•Inflammation 

11 

Bioribund 

34 

Milk  Spots 

42  ! 

Nephritis 

10 

3 

Parasitical 

83i 

Pericarditis  ' 

5 

Pneumonia 

5 

75 

Pyaemia 

121 

Septic  Peritonitis 

395 

Septicaemia 

55 

Tuberculosis 

i 

151 

Urticaria 

1 

• 

389i 

1,709 

167 

1,051 

546 

Total  Weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  - 

1 ton.  14  cwt,  5^2 


Swimminp:  Baths 

With  the  opening  of  the  Broadway  Lido  the  taking  of  samples 
of  water  from  the  Swimming  Baths  was  resumed.  Nine  samples  were 
examined,  and  all  were  satisfactory. 


Caravans 

There  is  one  licensed  caravan  site  in  the  Borough,  hut 
during  the  year  6 licences  v/ere  issued  to  station  single  caravans 
on  appropriate  sites. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 


Two  fully  trained  Rodent  Operators  are  eirployed  to  carry 
out  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  The  sewers  were  treated 
half  yearly  and  the  refuse  tip  on  4 occasions.  The  following  table 
sets  out  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  nine  months 
ending  31st  December,  1959.  ’ 
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i 

i 

Local 

i 

Dwelling! 

Agricul- ! 

Business 

lAuthority 

Houses  ! 

tural  j 

and 

1 

Industrial 

Total 

! 

....  . . 

Premises 

1.  Number  of  properties  i 

i 

inspected  by  the  Local  j 
Authority  during  1959  j 
as  a result  of  i 

(a)  8 

(b)  38 

121 

1 

45 

175 

(a)  Notification,  I 

(b)  Survey  or  otherwise* 

! 

2,993 

15 

255 

3,301 

2.  Total  inspections 

carried  out  including 
re-inspection 

. _ 

84 

3,918 

31 

347 

4,380 

3.  Number  of  properties 

Maj  or 

inspected  (see  Section  1)  2 

1 

- 

5 

3 

which  were  found  to  be 

Minor 

infested  with  rats 

20 

118 

s 

21 

165 

1 

U.  Number  of  properties 

i'ia  jor 

. 

inspected  (see  Section 

1) 

1 

- 

3 

which  were  found  to  be 

Minor 

1 

infested  with  mice 

29 

1 

1 

rH 

48 

5.  Number  of  properties 

treated  by  Local 
Authority  (see  Sections 
3 and  4 ) 

22 

i 

158 

1 

i 

1 

48 
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staff 

Mr.  B.C.  Reilly  resigned  his  appointment  as  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  in  May  on  securing  an  appointment  at 
Southanpton. 

His  place  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  R.  AL.  Read,  v/ho  was 
previously  at  Bath. 


Summary 

Inspections  made  during  the  year 


G-eneral  Sanitation 


Water  Supply 

58 

Drainage 

308 

Stable  and  Piggeries 

8 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

3 

Factories 

173 

Outv^orkers 

100 

Rats  and  Mice 

199 

Shops 

352 

Caravan  Sites 

35 

Swimming  Baths 

12 
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PulDlic  Conveniences  227 
Atmospheric  Pollution  65 
Heating  Appliances  1 
Pet  Shops  5 
Miscellaneous  373 
Licensed  Premises  26 


Housing 


Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses 
Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses 
Houses  inspected,  under  the  Rent  >^ct 
Visits  paid  under  Rent 
Houses  inspected  during  Housing  Survey 
Houses  inspected  in  connection  with  overcrowding 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses 


verminous  premises 
Visits  paid  to  the 
Miscellaneous 


inspected 
above  premises 


122 

440 

60 

92 

6 

98 

544 

5 

21 

10 

32 

818 


Infectious  Diseases 


Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  39 
Visits  re  disinfection  2 
Miscellaneous  4 


Meat  and  Rood  Inspections 


Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 


to  .Slaughterhouses 
to  Shops  and  Stalls 
to  Butchers 
to  Confectioners 
to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
to  Grocers 

to  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
to  Bakers  and  Confectioners 
to  Pried  Fish  Shops 
to  Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 
to  Ice-Cream  Premises 
for  Ice-Cresmi  Samples 

to  Restaurants  and  Catering  Establish- 
ments 


Visits  to  Pood  Preparing  Premises 
Visits  to  Licensed  Premises 
Visits  to  Street  Vendors 
Visits  to  Market  Stalls 

Visits  for  Samples  of  Milk  (Bacteriological) 
Miscellaneous 


827 
114 
181 
29 
15 
263 
..  11 
26 
9 

26 

85 

84 

47 

38 

84 

46 

147 

33 

55 


Explosives 

Visits  in  connection  with  explosives  69 

Visits  in  connection  with  Petroleum  Spirit  86 


work  Done 


Public  Health  and  Housing 


Complaints  investigated  135 
Rat  complaints  investigated  251 
Choked  drains  and  sewers  cleared  22 
Drains  relaid  9 
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Drains  or  sewers  repaired  10 

Inspection  chainbors  provided  or  repaired  7 

Defective  ceilings  repaired  30 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  U 

Defective  doors  repaired  8 

Defective  eavesgutters  and  downpipes  repaired  17 

Defective  firegrates  and  ranges  repaired  7 

Defective  floors  repaired  15 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Defective  handrails  repaired  or  renewed 
Defective  lavatory  basins  repaired  or  renewed 
Defective  v\^all  plastering  repaired  25 

Defective  roofs  repaired  24 

Defective  scullery  troughs  repaired  or  renevved  5 

Defective  scullery  v^astepipes-  repaired  3 

Defective  staircases  repaired  2 

Defective  walls  repaired  3 

Defective  washing  coppers  repaired  3 

Defective  water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  13 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed  28 

Defective  yard  paving  6 

Drjnpness  remedied  2 

Scullery  waste  pipes  provided  1 

Sash cords  renewed  • 11 

Overcrowding  abated  2 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  1 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  2 

Premises  disinfested  from  rats  or  mice  229 

Premises  cleansed  3 

Other  nuisances  abated  . . „5 

Accumulations  removed  6 

Urinals  cleansed  1 

External  painting  renewed  (Rent  Act)  10 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

Protection  against  contamination  provided  13 


Washing  - Food  and  Equipment 

Sinks  provided 
Cold  water  supply  provided 
Hot  v/ater  supply  provided 
Clean  cloths  provided 

Washing  - Hands 
Washbasins  provided  or  renew 
Cold  v/ater  supply  provided 
Hot  water  supply  provided 
Towels  provided 
Nailbrushes  provided 

^ Y . C , C omu  ar  true  n t s 
Artificial  lighting  provided 
Ventilation  provided 
Notice  to  wash  hands  provided 
Decorated 
W.C.  pans  renewed 

Provision  of  intervening  ventilated  space 

compartment 

Food  Rooms 
Walls  repaired 
Walls  cleansed 


14 

20 


5 

4 

12 

8 

2 

2 


S 

7 

24 


ed 


5 

5 

11 

9 

8 
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Floors  repaired 
Floors  cleansed 
Ceilings  repaired 
Ceilings  cleansed 

Bov/le  provided  in  lieu  of  sinks  for  food 

and  equipment 

Tongs  etc.  provided 

Use  of  Detergents  commenced 

First  j-xid  Kit  provided 

Name  and  address  displayed  on  stalls 

Impervious  surfacc^s  provided 

Provision  of  protective  clothing 

Clothing  accommodation  provided 

New  food  rooms  provided 

Adequate  ventilation  provided 

Raising  of  food  above  18"  on  forecourts 

Drainage  relaid 

Shop  Acts 


Seats  provided  for  females 
I'fcans  of  ventilation  provided 
Adjustment  of  hours  of  Young  Persons 
Enforcement  of  i-^ssistants  Weekly  Half  Holiday 
W.C.  compartments  cleansed 
W.  C.  compartments  ventilated 
■''ashing  facilities  provided 
Washhand  basins  renevved  or  repaired 
Forms  provided 

Factories  Acts 


10 

15 

18 

1 

22 

6 

8 

11 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 


1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

110 


Artificial  lighting  provided  to  W.C.’s  2 
Sanitary  conveniences  cleansed  2 
Sanitary  conveniences  provided 

Sanitary  conveniences  repaired  2 
Intervening  ventilated  space  provided  2 


Heating  Applian ces  (Fireguards)  Act 

Unguarded  fires  removed  from  sale 


I amj  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

R.K.  LDAI'^, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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